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The object of the meeting was not so much to isre.
oppose the Government as to protest against war
with Russia,, and to separate the Prime Minister
from his colleagues. Lord Salisbury was men-
tioned with respect, and a reasonable hope was
expressed that he would act at Constantinople for
the welfare of the Christian populations. The
Duke of Westminster, formerly Lord Grosvenor
of the Cave, suggested that the fleets and armies
of England should be sent to Constantinople, not
in opposition to Russia, but for the coercion of
the Turk. The Bishop of Oxford1 appealed for
military aid to the insurgents. The Noncon-
formists were represented by Dr. Allon, who
argued that the blindness of British policy had
made Russia mistress of the situation. Sir Henry
Havelock, who had won the Victoria Cross in
India, protested that, like many other soldiers, he
would not fight against Russia on behalf of Turkey.
Lord Shaftesbury, with all his unrivalled skill in
the management of a public audience, did not quite
take his hearers with him when he extolled Lord
Derby's despatch to Sir Henry Elliot. They were
more in agreement with Dr. Liddon, Canon of St.
Paul's, a famous preacher and a Conservative in
general politics, when he pleaded with all his
eloquence for a British occupation of Bulgaria,
and with Mr. Freeman, the historian, who ex-
^%i^^J^ language not soon forgotten, though
often misquoted^* Perish the interests of England,
perish our dominion in India, sooner than we should
strike one blow or speak one word on behalf of
the wrong against the right." Those who asked
whether Mr. Freeman and other Liberals were
prepared to sacrifice British dominion in India
might reasonably be asked in return whether they
wished to strike a blow for the wrong against

1 Dr. Mackarness.
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